[Consequences of cholestasis from the hepatologist's viewpoint].
Chronic cholestasis is associated with a variety of symptoms and dysfunction of most organs. Among them, jaundice and pruritus are the first to be recognized, usually prompting the patients to see a physician. Besides the skin, however, cholestasis also affects, inter alia, the metabolism of plasma lipids and fat-soluble vitamins, as well as bone and liver. In the following article the pathogenesis and therapy of metabolic disturbances and organ dysfunctions occurring frequently in patients with chronic cholestasis are discussed.